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How to Write Annotations
After your formatting and citations are complete and thorough, you are ready to write the annotations for your bibliography page.  Your annotations should not start on a new line and should be double-spaced throughout, acting like a continuation of the citation (“MLA Format”).  Each annotation should include a summary, an assessment, and a reflection on the source (Stacks).  
To summarize an article or electronic source, read the entire document; if you are using an entire book, it is okay to skim the book or only read the part that applies to your topic.  Then, in a brief paragraph, summarize the source, describing what information the source contains, what that source is about.  The Purdue University website recommends that, when summarizing, you consider the following questions:  “What are the main arguments?  What is the point of this book or article?  What topics are covered?  If someone asked what this article/book was about, what would you say?”
	An assessment is basically an evaluation of the source.  This is where you discuss how reliable you believe the source to be.  “Is it a useful source?  How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography?  Is the information reliable?  Is this source biased or objective?  What is the goal of this source?” (Stacks)  Consider all these questions when assessing a source in an annotation.
	Finally, you should reflect on the source, asking yourself how it fits into your research.  Was this source helpful to you?  Did it change your argument in any way?  How do you think you can use this source in your paper?  Has it changed the way you think about your topic or how you plan on writing about it?  (Stacks)














































Annotated Bibliography
Engle, Michael, Amy Blumenthal, and Tony Cosgrave. "How to Prepare an Annotated Bibliography." Cornell University Library. Cornell University, 03 May 2008. Web. 24 Aug. 2009. <http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm>. In this website, the authors give the basic necessary information on the purpose of and how to compose an annotated bibliography. This is clearly a reliable source as it is supported by Cornell University, a respected college in New York. While this source is not as user friendly as the Purdue University OWL website (it clearly is intended for college students of a higher level), it nonetheless includes all pertinent information on the subject. More examples of correct citations and annotations would have gone a long way to making this a stronger website. 
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 2003. Print. Like Hacker, Gibaldi mentions annotations only in passing as "descriptive or evaluative comments on the sources." Obviously, from my other sources, there is much more to annotations than this. This omission is puzzling as Hacker and Gibaldi are generally thought of as being the sources to go to when preparing a research paper. It is unfortunate that my research must be based primarily on internet sources; however, as many of them are from universities, I do not believe it will hinder my own reliability as a researcher. 
Hacker, Diana. A Writer's Reference. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2003. Print. In this source, Hacker mentions annotated bibliographies only as a passing reference, instead focusing on explaining "working bibliographies." In a working bibliography, a researcher keeps track of each source he/she consults; however, no annotation is added. Instead, the researcher relies only on notes and printouts of the sources when composing a research paper. In this researcher's opinion, this was a grave mistake on the part of Hacker as writing an annotated bibliography requires more than simply summarizing the information as in a working bibliography. An annotated bibliography requires the researcher to evaluate the source as to its reliability and reflect on how it may be useful to the researcher as well. Therefore, an annotated bibliography would be more helpful in producing an effective research paper than a working bibliography. In other aspects, however, Hacker is a reliable and often-used source. 
"MLA Format for Annotated Bibliographies." Lesley University Library. Lesley University, 15 Apr. 2003. Web. 24 Aug. 2009. <http://www.lesley.edu/library/guides/citation/mla_annotated.html>. I am skeptical as to the reliability of this source. First of all, in this source, annotations are described as being "a brief abstract of each entry." In all the other sources I have consulted, the authors have been very clear in stating that annotations are definitely not abstracts and telling the differences between them. Also, this source explains the subject and the purpose of annotations incorrectly. Finally, this website cites their source as Joseph Gibaldi's MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Through my research, I found that Gibaldi does not even mention annotated bibliographies, but focuses instead on working bibliographies, much like Hacker's book. Thus, I do not believe this is a good source to use in my research. However, I did notice that this website went into detail in describing the formatting of an annotated bibliography, explaining that the annotations should not start on a new line and should be double-spaced throughout. I will have to conduct more research on this topic as some of my sources thus far agree and others disagree. 
Stacks, Geoff, and Erin Karper. "Annotated Bibliographies." The OWL at Purdue. Purdue University, 2009. Web. 24 Aug. 2009. <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/>. The Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL) is an extremely thorough and helpful source on all things research. This particular article discusses what an annotated bibliography is, what the annotations should include (a summary, an assessment and a reflection of the source), and the purpose of an annotated bibliography. Then, it describes the format of an annotated bibliography and gives some examples and samples to help the reader create one of their own. As this website is hosted by Purdue University's Writing Center, the reader can feel safe in trusting its information. This source is helpful in my research as it covers all basic information needed, including how to cite sources correctly. Truly, when writing a research paper, this website would provide all the information needed to help any writer succeed. 
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