Name _________________________________ Period _____

I-Search Assignment
What do YOU want to learn about?

Project Summary:  In order to prepare you for your senior research or RAP paper that you will be writing your senior year, in our next assignment, we will be writing our first research paper.  In this paper, you will learn about and practice research skills including topic selection, finding sources, preparing an annotated bibliography, writing your paper, citing sources within your paper, and MLA format.  Because this assignment will use the same handouts, rubrics and procedures as your RAP project, I ask you to keep everything we complete for this project in your binder under “Research” for easy retrieval later.  I will also ask you to turn in all of your work with each step, so get out that homework folder!!  Don’t be scared, though!  In this assignment, I will ask you to choose a topic that you want to research.

Purpose:  To learn about and practice research skills for your RAP project.

Procedures:  For each assignment turned in, unless I tell you differently, compile all the research papers you have received and work you have done so far in order and put in a neat folder with the latest assignment and rubric on the left, the old ones on the right in order.  

Step 1:  Topic Selection
1.  Topic Selection.  Type 1:  What topics are you genuinely interested in?  What sorts of things do you research online?  What would actually help you to know?  What do you honestly want to know more about?  Brainstorm ideas for your research.  
2.  Read the RAP project paperwork related to finding a topic and finding sources.  Complete the topic selection worksheet, including ideas for sources that you could go to for research on your topic (notice on your project paperwork that you must have 3 different types of sources, for example, internet, periodicals, books, interviews, etc.)  25 points, due ____________________.  
3.  Develop 2-3 research questions.  What do you want to know about your topic?  Your questions should reflect what you want to learn and not have a one-word or simple statement of fact answer.
4.  Then, using the example given and the brainstorming you’ve written so far, complete the “Research Question and Summary” worksheet to record your research questions and everything you already know about your topic.  25 points due _____________________.

Step 2:  Finding and Citing Sources
1.  Research your topic to find sources that address and answer your research questions.  You must use at least 5 sources of at least 3 different types.  Some possible types include: book or encyclopedia sources at the MVCTC or local library, journals specific to your topic area (online or print), newspaper or magazine sources (online or print), internet websites written by an expert on your topic, audiovisual sources, and interviews or e-mails between you and an expert on the topic.  
Photocopy or print out a two copies of each source.  One copy will be your clean copy and the other will be your “working copy” which you will use to highlight and write on during your research.  In the case of an oral interview, make two copies of your notes during the interview.  Then, for each source, print and complete a “Credibility Worksheet.”  Copies of sources and credibility worksheets 30 pts, due _________________.  Extra credit points available for more than 5 sources, providing that they are all completed fully and correctly.
2.  Annotated Bibliography.  Go to www.easybib.com to cite your sources. Use the pop up menus and/or view my “MLA Citation Tutorial” lessons on how to cite using EasyBib to make sure you enter the correct information in the correct place.  DO NOT simply “autocite” your sources because EasyBib does not do it correctly—it’s just a stupid computer!    At this point, use your “Credibility worksheet” and instructions on annotated bibliographies to write annotations for each source.  Export these citations and annotations into a Word document.  Then, add the headers as shown on the example.  This is called your “working bibliography.”  As you write your paper, you will probably add sources, so this document will be under revision until your final paper is complete.  Double check the rubric to make sure you have completed everything asked.  50 pts, due _______________.
3.  Research Notes.  Next, read your sources, looking for information that answers your research question or questions.  Use a highlighter or highlighters to mark useful information on your “working sources.” DO NOT highlight the whole source, though because that means you’ll have to re-read the entire source later.  So what should you highlight?  
· Highlight the important ideas.
· Highlight the information that seems to answer your research question or questions.
· Highlight information that contradicts information found in your other sources.
· Be selective—don’t highlight everything.  At the same time, be thorough.
· Use different colored highlighters to show information that answers different research questions and/or to indicate opposing ideas.
As you read, write notes in the margins to help you remember your first impressions, how the information answers your research questions (and which ones it answers!), and other things you want to remember so you don’t have to re-read the whole thing again later.  Research notes are 30 points, due _________________.

Part 2:  Writing a Thesis and Planning Your Paper.
1.  Now that you’ve read your research, write a thesis statement.  A thesis statement is a one-sentence answer to your research question.  It goes at the end of your introduction and summarizes what you will be discussing in your paper.  It sort of previews your paper for the reader and helps with organization.  Record your thesis statement on your “Writing Plan Worksheet.”
2.  Finish your “Writing Plan Worksheet,” writing in the topics of the body of your paper  (what you will be discussing in your paper).  20 pts, due ______________________.

Part 3:  Paste Draft
1.  The paste draft is exactly what it sounds like—information from your sources, cut out and pasted onto different colored paper.  For each bullet in your writing plan, get from me a different colored piece of paper (5 bullets, 5 colors).  Then, write a different bulleted topic on each color.  
2.  Then, using your working sources, cut and paste the information from your sources that validate that particular assertion (topic or point).  Don’t use the back of a paper—come get another paper of the same color if you run out of room.  Also, make sure you record what source you got what information from or you will have to go back and figure it out later (a big pain in the butt, believe me!!).  Due _______________________.

Part 4:  Rough Draft
1.  Now, using the information from your paste draft and what you already know, write your rough draft.  Begin each body paragraph with a sentence created from a topic of one of the colors of your paste draft.  Then, create a paragraph with the rest of the information from that topic.  
2.  Remember that any information that was not in your original “what I already know” paper must be internally cited (this means most of your paper--see handouts for details).  You should mostly paraphrase the information (put it in your own words) unless the source states it particularly well; however, you still must cite the information to not plagiarize (read the information on plagiarism in your notes).  If you have taken the information directly from the source, in a quote, you should use quotation marks to set it off and a citation.  You shouldn’t directly quote anything that lasts more than three lines—paraphrase or summarize it instead.  At the end of your draft, restate your thesis statement.  Due _____________________.

Part 5:  Introduction and Conclusion (Second Rough Draft)
1.  Introduction.  Your paper should begin with a good lead—a good opening sentence, something that will grab the reader’s attention.  This can be a question, a quotation, or an interesting bit of information.  The last sentence of the introduction is the thesis statement.  The middle sentences—two or three—are the transition sentences.  These are the sentences by which the writer leads the reader from the attention grabber to the informed conclusion (educated opinion) that your paper is trying to prove or show.  The middle sentences may also give general or background information to introduce the reader to the topic if needed.
2.  Conclusion.  Begin your conclusion with a re-stated version of your thesis statement.  Then, summarize the major points of the body of the paper.  Finally, end with a strong statement that lets the reader know the paper has come to its logical end.  There’s a joke in English that, in a paper, you should “tell them what you’re going to tell them, tell them, then tell them what you told them.”  It’s pretty much true!  This is mostly to help with the organization of the paper in the reader’s mind.  It helps make your argument as clear as possible.
3.  Add an interesting title to your paper--descriptive, but interesting--to help hook your reader into wanting to read.  
4.  Look at the example paper on Blackboard and format your paper using MLA format.  There is also a tutorial on Blackboard to help you with this step.   Due _____________.


Part 6:  Revise and Edit
1.  Make sure that all of your sources are included in your Bibliography and that all the information in the body of your paper is internally cited.  Read your paper aloud to make sure that it makes sense and to check for any mistakes.  Also, compare your paper to the example paper on Blackboard to check for any formatting errors.  Fix any mistakes you see.
2.  Print your paper.  Have a friend or parent read your paper and look for any confusing or awkward places and/or places where you need to explain more.  Have them fill out the “Revision Worksheet” to help you. Revise, finalizing the text of your paper.  
3.  Edit your paper, fixing any spelling errors (underlined in red in Word), and grammar errors (underlined in green in Word).  Then, have a friend or parent read over your work to find any additional errors (use the given worksheet).  Fix these errors.  Print a new copy, highlighting the changes to show that you revised and edited your work.
4.  Compile all the work you have done for this whole project in order including all worksheets, drafts, notes, and other work.  Place in a neat folder and turn in to the box.  Final paper due ___________________.






























Internal Citations

Citation using a quote:
“Information from the source” (Smith 1).
--notice how the citation is in parenthesis and includes the last name of the author and the page number in the source where the information can be found.  You do not put “page,” or “p” with that number.  In an internet source, you would simply leave the page number out if there are no page numbers.  Notice also that the period is after the citation.

Paraphrase (in your own words):
Stuff I learned from reading this source (Smith 1).
	--It’s the same, but you don’t need the quotation marks.

Source without an author:
Stuff I learned from reading the source (“Source” 2)
--Sometimes a source does not have an author.  In that case, you would use the next part of the citation (from works cited), in this case, the article name.


