Research Paper Outline

Name _________________________________________			Period ___________

Directions.  Use the following outline to help create the basic layout for your research paper.


THESIS STATEMENT __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

******************************************************************************
STEP 1: What kind of subtopics or ideas will you need to cover in order to help support your thesis? (Eventually these topics/ideas will form the body paragraphs of your paper.) List them in any order. You do not need to fill in all the bullet points.

·   					

·   

·   

·   

·   

· 


STEP 2: Now think about what order would make the most sense to place these ideas. Using the following outline, place the topics in the order you wish to discuss them.


STEP 3: Read through all of your research, paying particular attention to the ideas you highlighted. In which body paragraph(s) would it make the most sense to place these? Include either paraphrases or quotes from your sources in each body paragraph. 


STEP 4: Briefly add any information of your own that you plan to include in the body paragraphs. (You will go back and add the introduction and conclusion last.)







Main Idea 1 ________________________________________________________

Notes/Quotes from sources: (Don’t forget to include source citations!)












Own ideas to include:








Main Idea 2 _______________________________________________________

Notes/Quotes from sources: (Don’t forget to include source citations!)












Own ideas to include:




Main Idea 3 ________________________________________________________

Notes/Quotes from sources: (Don’t forget to include source citations!)














Own ideas to include:







Main Idea 4 ______________________________________________________

Notes/Quotes from sources: (Don’t forget to include source citations!)













Own ideas to include:




Main Idea 5 ______________________________________________________

Notes/Quotes from sources: (Don’t forget to include source citations!)













Own ideas to include:








Main Idea 6 ______________________________________________________

Notes/Quotes from sources: (Don’t forget to include source citations!)













Own ideas to include:

