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New Emerge Location Graduates
First Student
After only one week of class, our new EMERGE location in

Xenia has already graduated a student. Bret Mellinger, an

HSE student, came to us to obtain his GED in order to train

for the workforce. Bret now is participating in SBIII's Fire

Prevention Training in order to gain state licensing to

install automatic sprinkler systems and standpipe.

SBIII is part of the EMERGE Recovery & Trade Initiative that

seeks to provide training and employment to individuals.

EMERGE focuses on transformational services including

life skills and career training. Their goal is to provide an

ecosystem of collaboration by utilizing shared resources

to create a community of opportunity. More information

on Emerge can be found at their website:

www.emergerecoverytrade.com 

THE ASPIRE TIMES
The Official Newsletter of MVCTC's Aspire Program

F A L L  2 0 2 2

Like us (@MVCTCAE) on Facebook
to see class updates, student
success stories, and more! 

Pictured: Rhonda Hendizadeh, Instructor
                Bret Mellinger, Graduate

https://www.ohiohighered.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MVCTCAE
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Kicking off the New School Year

In August, Aspire Staff and Instructors came together for a day of beautiful weather, good food,

and community. Attendees kicked-off the 2022-2023 school year in a fun and relaxed atmosphere

at Delco Park in Kettering. Aspire Transitions Coordinator, Lisa Witt, captured the event and had

these remarks:

"The food was delicious as everyone brought in their specialties. It was a great opportunity to sit

and talk with coworkers that you don't normally get to spend time with. As the self-appointed

photographer, I learned that people really don't like to have their picture taken!"

Photos and Commentary: Lisa Witt, Transitions Coordinator - Edited

Instructor, Jack Simpson, caught students
at our Sinclair-Centerville location working
diligently on a writing assignment in
preparation to take their GED.

Diligence 
NOUN

careful and persistent work or effort.

Like us (@MVCTCAE) on Facebook
to see class updates, student
success stories, and more! 

https://www.facebook.com/MVCTCAE


Like us (@MVCTCAE) on Facebook
to see class updates, student
success stories, and more! 
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As a new teacher, you always have a special connection with your first students. Sharonda Ivery
was one of those students. She came to my ADP class in February 2022. She was very ambitious
but like all students, she struggled with bouts of discouragement. Even though “she wasn’t
feeling it,” she would still show up to class. Within the first week of class, she got a new job and
was so excited! Then Sharonda started getting serious about her studies and even texted me
while she was in Walmart looking for the right calculator. After about a month, fractions nearly
stopped her in her tracts but by faith she kept going. At the end of March, Sharonda passed her
first Workkeys test after getting no sleep, taking care of two sick kids, and praying all night, she
almost rescheduled it but decided not to. Just five days later, she attempted and passed her
other two tests. In April 2022, she started her Culinary program and finished just in time to
successfully graduate in June. I am honored to say that she was the first ADP student that I was
blessed to see graduate. At times it was overwhelming for her, but this soon to be mother of three
was determined to obtain her diploma and put in the effort to get it done.

Submitted by: Vonci English, ADP Instructor
Moving on up!

GED student, Hayden F., exemplifies studious
behavior as he creates a U.S. history timeline.

In this activity, students plot different historical
events on a chronological timeline.  The visual aid
helps students to understand what happened
when.  Students also plot their birthday, showing
that history isn't really all that far behind us. 

Studious
ADJECTIVE

spending a lot of time studying or reading
done deliberately or with a purpose in mind
showing great care or attention

https://www.facebook.com/MVCTCAE


16+ years old
 

Study to pass the GED or HiSET, 
 high school equivalency exams.

 
English for Speakers of Other

Languages (ESOL)
 

WorkKeys Test Prep
 

Refresher courses in math,
reading, writing, and computers

for work readiness.
 

Assist with College Prep, Military
Entrance Exam, and

OGT/Proficiency test.
 

Self-paced with multiple
classroom locations.

 
Distance learning & virtual

learning options.
 

Call (937) 223-5626  or email
aspire@mvctc.com for more

information.
 

20+ years old
 

State-issued high school
diploma awarded.

 
Students do not have to pass

the OGT/Proficiency test.
 

One year suggested time to
complete program.

 
No minimum number of high

school credits required.
 

Must pursue and complete
trade certificate.

 
Best for adults seeking to enter

in-demand job fields such as
healthcare or skilled trades. 

 
Call (937) 223-5626 or email
aspire@mvctc.com for more

information.

22+ years old
 

Locally-issued high school
diploma awarded.

 
Students will work to meet

graduation credit
requirements from the time
of their entry in 9th grade.

 
One year suggested time to

complete program.
 

Suggested three credits or
less for recovery.

 
Best for adults who only need

a few credits and have all
OGT/Proficiency testing

passed. Transcripts will be
reviewed to determine

eligibility.
 

Call (937) 223-5626 or email
aspire@mvctc.com for more

information.
 

I n  O h i o ,  y o u  h a v e  c h o i c e s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  e a r n i n g  y o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l
d i p l o m a  a s  a n  a d u l t .  C h o o s e  f r o m  t a k i n g  a n  A s p i r e  p r e p  c l a s s  a t  o n e  o f

o u r  m a n y  l o c a t i o n s  o r  e a r n  y o u r  d i p l o m a  w h i l e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a n  i n -
d e m a n d  c a r e e r  f i e l d  i n  t h e  A d u l t  D i p l o m a  P r o g r a m .  B e s t  o f  a l l ,  e a c h  o f
t h e s e  o p t i o n s  a r e  t o t a l l y  F R E E !  C o m p a r e  y o u r  o p t i o n s  b e l o w  a n d  s t a r t

y o u r  j o u r n e y  t o  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e !

ASPIRE 
CLASSES

ADULT DIPLOMA
PROGRAM

22+ CREDIT
RECOVERY

Which Path is Right for You? 

Visit www.mvctc.com/aspire or call the numbers below for more information.
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Exploring the Benefits of Local Libraries
Submitted by: Brian Ebright, Instructor

Imagine that you are new to an area. Where can you go that offers books, magazines, movies, and
computer access? The answer is the local library, of course.

On Monday, September 12th, 2022, the evening classes at Medway Baptist Church ESOL Program
took a field trip to the New Carlisle Public Library. One of the library assistants, Zac, had taken a
couple of semesters of Russian in college, so he was able to greet some of our students in their
native language. Their faces lit up when they realized he was talking to them in Russian. It is
amazing what a few familiar words can mean to someone who is far from home.

Due to the size of combined classes, we split the group up and Tillie Jamison, Adult Programs
Coordinator, took half of the class while we went over the site program guide with the other half.
Tillie explained the library's lending policy, computer use and printing policies, and then gave
students the grand tour which included the Children's zone, fiction and non-fiction areas, and the
magazine and video sections. Being a member of the New Carlisle Library also grants access to a
couple streaming services and computer apps. Who knew so much was available at a small-town
library?

When we scheduled the trip, we understood that this location may be out of the way for some of
our students, but it was our hope that the visit would get them excited about going to their local
library!

Babarim Baka - on her first day of classes.
She was escorted to school by her son-in-
law, daughter, granddaughter, and
grandson. Her son-in-law is stationed at
Wright Patterson Air Force Base. Baberim is
from Togo and is our lone French speaker at
Medway.

The Lone French Speaker
Submitted by: Brian Ebright, Instructor



I distinctively remember telling myself, “I’m going to move to Ohio and create a new beginning
for myself. I’m going to take charge of my life and take back everything that life’s circumstances
took from me or didn’t align for me to receive!” That included getting my GED. I joined the Aspire
program with a heart full of pure aspiration. Ms. Lori inspired me. Her outlook and
encouragement was a breath of fresh air. When she told me that she’s seen students obtain
their GED in just three weeks, I told myself that I would too. I’m not sure I fully believed myself,
but I put in the work. The material was hard, and I felt defeated after my tests. So defeated that I
emailed Ms. Lori with my doubts. To my surprise, I passed! Every single test! I knew that this was
my time. All of my prayers were answered and my past failures erased. I had done the
unthinkable.

People told me that I couldn’t do it. My own self-doubt and limiting beliefs held me back the
most. I leaned on friends, family, and Ms. Lori to help push me through. I can do it. Affirmations
helped get me through this journey. My words have power! My intention has power!

To my fellow students: You can do it! You have to believe in yourself and strive for greatness.
Put in the overtime if you need to. Always ask questions and speak up when needed. I believe in
all of you.

Ms. Lori, thank you so much. From the bottom of my heart and soul, you have been my light
through the darkness. I appreciate your love and encouragement. I doesn’t go unnoticed! 
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"My intention has power!"
Submitted by: Lori Porter, Instructor
Written by: Kayla J. , HSE Student - Edited

After years of trials and hardships, both physically and in
her educational career, Kayla J. moved to Ohio for a fresh
start in 2022. This is her success story:

Submitted by: Lori Porter, Instructor
Written by: Brandi D. , HSE Student - Edited

I studied for 6 long months, watched video after video, and attended Zoom classes daily. I took it
the first time and failed, but I didn't let that defeat me! I was determined, even a little angry, as it
got closer to November because I had a personal goal to be done in 6 months. When I listened to
Mrs. Lori, it all paid off!

My advice to you all is to not give up. Don't let it defeat you! Stay confident, learn your learning
style, and don't be afraid to mess up. It's a part of the process. Thank you so much, Mrs. Lori and
Mr. Rich! It's a honor to have been taught by two of the most patient and caring people. 

"I finally did it! I got my GED!"
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MVCTC at Miami Valley Community ID Card Event
Submitted by: Jacqueline Bunke, ESOL Director - Edited

Welcome Dayton hosted Miami Valley Community ID Card event on Saturday, September 10th,
2022. Held at the Dayton Metro Library (DML) downtown, this was the second time it had been
held at a remote site. MVCTC's Aspire program was represented by ESOL Director, Jacqueline
Bunke, who discussed programs and offerings for participants looking to further their education.

Although the ID card does not take the place of a driver’s license or passport, there are several
benefits to getting one if you do not have a valid state issued ID. Organizations such as the
Dayton Foodbank, Five Rivers Health Center and the Dayton Police accept the ID card as a form of
identification. Outside Montgomery County, the Miami Valley Community ID is acknowledged by
many public agencies in Greene and Preble counties. The next ID event will be held November
12th at the Cornerstone Baptist Temple in Dayton. More information can be found on page 9.

These students are with us from
Venezuela, Mexico, Columbia,
Japan, and the Congo. Ms. Thomas
paired them off for a Halloween
game of "I Describe, You Draw" in
their Book 3 Class. One partner
received a picture of a monster
and was told to describe it to the
other partner, who then had to
draw that monster. 
Turns out, characters like Dracula
and Frankenstein translate world-
wide! 

Monster Sightings Across the World
Submitted by: Salena Thomas & Jacqueline Bunke - Edited
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Westown Plaza
4285 W. Third St.

Dayton, OH 45417 

Edison State (Preble)
1973 Edison Dr. 
Piqua, OH 45356 

Sinclair (Main Campus)
444 W. Third St.

Dayton, OH 45402 

Yes 4 Youth
1723 Webster

Dayton, OH 45404 

Emerge
2960 W. Enon Rd.
Xenia, OH 45385 

OMJ Xenia
581 Ledbetter Rd.
Xenia, OH 45385 

MVCTC Adult Ed.
6800 Hoke Rd.

Clayton, OH 45315 

Dayton Metro Library
215 E. Third St.

Dayton, OH 45402 

Dayton Metro Library
215 E. Third St.

Dayton, OH 45402

Abiding Christ Lutheran Church
326 E. Dayton- Yellow Springs Rd.

Fairborn, OH 45324 

Abiding Christ Lutheran Church
326 E. Dayton- Yellow Springs Rd.

Fairborn, OH 45324 

West Carrollton Library
300 E. Central Ave.

West Carrollton, OH 45449

St. John's 
United Church of Christ

515 E. Third St.
Dayton, OH 45402

Sulphur Grove Church
7505 Taylorsville Rd.
Huber Heights, OH 

Sinclair (Centerville)
5800 Clyo Rd.

Dayton, OH 45459

Medway Baptist Church
11027 Gerlaugh Rd.
Medway, OH 45341

East End Community Center
624 Xenia Ave.

Dayton, OH 45410

High School Equivalency Sites

English as a Second Language Sites

MVCTC offers FREE classes at one of our many different
locations to meet your workplace education needs,
including; GED, HiSet, & Work Keys Exam prep., High

School Diploma Credit Recovery, Adult Diploma
Program, skill refresher courses, English for speakers of

other Languages(ESOL), and more!
Call or go online to schedule and orientation.

www.mvctc.com/aspire
(937)-223-5626

Sinclair (Centerville)
5800 Clyo Rd.

Dayton, OH 45459

Dayton Metro Library
215 E. Third St.

Dayton, OH 45402

Wayne High School
5400 Chambersburg Rd.

Dayton, OH 45424 

https://www.ohiohighered.org/

